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Making the house 
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Freshman Anthony Churpita, of Buffalo, reads Thursday in a study lounge of Bouwhuis Library at Canisius College. 


Private college leaders alarmed 
by governor's ‘direct assault’ 


Cuomo’s proposed elimination of $30 million in Bundy Aid 
has presidents of WNY institutions voicing concerns about harm 


“IT’S ILL-ADVISED, IT’S SHORTSIGHTED, 
AND IT’S GOING TO DIRECTLY HURT 
COLLEGE STUDENTS IN THIS STATE.” 


- Gary A. Olson, president of Daemen College, 


which currently receives about $250,000 in Bundy Aid 


By Jay ToKasz 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


A year after criticizing private colleges 
and universities for charging “exorbitant 
tuition rates,” Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo now 
proposes eliminating $30 million in Bundy 
Aid - unrestricted state money that those 
institutions use to provide more financial 
aid for students. 

Presidents of some private colleges - 
still frustrated by Cuomo’s move last year 
to bring free tuition to public colleges and 
universities — were further irked by his lat- 
est proposal. It comes as the governor’s 
proposed budget calls for more than $100 
million in spending increases elsewhere in 
higher education, including expansion of 
the free-tuition Excelsior Scholarships. 

One president labeled Cuomo’s latest 
move a “direct assault” on higher education. 

“Its ill-advised, it’s shortsighted, and 


it’s going to directly hurt college students 


in this state,” said Gary A. Olson, president 


of Daemen College. Daemen currently gets 
about $250,000 in Bundy Aid, formally 
known as aid to independent colleges and 


universities. 


See Colleges on Page A6 


Former headmaster at Nichols 
quits post at Ohio private school 


By Maki BECKER 
AND Lou MICHEL 


NEWS STAFF REPORTERS 


A former headmaster at 
Nichols School accused of 
failing to do enough about in- 
appropriate relationships be- 
tween teachers and students 
has resigned from his current 
job as headmaster of a boys 
school outside Cleveland, 
school officials confirmed. 

“With extraordinary sad- 
ness, I have realized that my 
ongoing presence has be- 
come a distraction to the im- 
portant work of educating 
our students and a threat to 
the outstanding reputation 


of this fine institution,” Rich- 
ard Bryan said in a letter to 
the University School’s board 
of trustees. Bryan left Nichols 
in 2013. 

The University School in 
Shaker Heights was review- 
ing a report that Nichols 
School commissioned after 
a former student, Elizabeth 
Russ Mohr, told school offi- 
cials last year that she had a 
romantic and sexual relation- 
ship with her physics teacher, 
Arthur Budington, starting 
in October 1993 when she was 
17 and he was 48. 

The report identified Bry- 
an as one of three school of- 
ficials “who knew and failed 


to act appropriately” about 
allegations of inappropri- 
ate teacher/student relation- 
ships. 

In reacting to the resigna- 
tion, Mohr said she wishes no 
ill will on Bryan or other indi- 
viduals. 

“T would never be happy 
about something bad happen- 
ing to someone else. This was 
never about any individual. 
This wasn’t about specific re- 
venge for one individual. This 
was about making sure that 
the leaders of our institutions 
know that they are account- 
able for the safety of the chil- 


See Nichols on Page A6 


a adie News 
REPTILE UNIT 
WILL HONOR 
EX-ZOO CHIEF 


The Buffalo Zoo’s new Reptile 
and Amphibian Center is 
getting a $300,000 shot in 
the arm and will be named 
after former president Donna 
Fernandes. Story on Page B1 


Trump ordered 
Mueller fired 
but backed off 


Lawyers threat to quit dissuaded 
president from acting last June 


By MICHAELS. SCHMIDT 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - President 
Trump ordered the firing last 
June of Robert S. Mueller III, 
the special counsel oversee- 
ing the Russia investigation, 
according to four people told 
of the matter, but ultimately 
backed down after the White 
House counsel threatened to 
resign rather than carry out the 
directive. 

The West Wing confronta- 
tion marks the first time that 
Trump is known to have tried 
to fire the special counsel. Muel- 
ler learned about the episode in 
recent months as his investiga- 
tors interviewed current and 
former senior White House of- 
ficials in his inquiry into wheth- 
er the president obstructed jus- 
tice. 

Amid the first wave of news 
media reports that Mueller was 
examining a possible obstruc- 
tion case, the president began 
to argue that Mueller had three 
conflicts of interest that dis- 
qualified him from overseeing 
the investigation, according to 
two of the people. 

First, he contended that a 
dispute years ago over fees at 
Trump National Golf Club in 
Sterling, Va. had prompted 
Mueller, the FBI director at the 
time, to resign his membership. 
The president also said Mueller 
could not be impartial because 
he had most recently worked 
for the law firm that previously 
represented the president’s son- 
in-law, Jared C. Kushner, now a 
White House senior adviser. 

Finally, the president said, 
Mueller had been interviewed 
to return as the FBI director 
the day before he was appointed 


i 


New York Times 
Robert S. Mueller IIT’s role 
leading Russia probe has 
led to tensions with Trump. 


special counsel in May. 

After receiving the presi- 
dent’s order to fire Mueller, the 
White House counsel, Donald F. 
McGahn II, refused to ask the 
Justice Department to dismiss 
the special counsel, saying he 
would quit instead, the people 
said. They spoke on the condi- 
tion of anonymity because they 
did not want to be identified dis- 
cussing a continuing investiga- 
tion. 

McGahn disagreed with the 
president’s case and told senior 
White House officials that fir- 
ing Mueller would have a cata- 
strophic effect on Trump’s pres- 
idency. McGahn also told White 
House officials that Trump 
would not followthrough on the 
dismissal on his own. The presi- 
dent then backed off. 

Ty Cobb, the president’s 
lawyer who manages the White 
House’s relationship with Muel- 
ler’s office, said in a statement, 
“We decline to comment out of 
respect for the Office of the Spe- 
cial Counsel and its process.” 

McGahn, a longtime Repub- 
lican campaign finance law- 


See Mueller on Page A5 


White House pushes 
hard on immigration 


By MIcHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - President 
Trump proposed legislation 
Thursday that would provide a 
path to citizenship for as many 
as 1.8 million young, unauthor- 
ized immigrants in exchange 
for an end to decades of family- 
based migration policies, a cost- 
ly border wall and a vast crack- 
down on other immigrants 
already living in the country il- 
legally. 

Describing the plan as “ex- 
tremely generous” but a take-it- 
or-leave-it proposal by the presi- 
dent, White House officials said 
they hoped that it would be em- 
braced by conservatives and 
centrists in Congress as the 
first step in an even broader ef- 
fort to fix the nation’s immigra- 
tion system. 

But the plan - drafted by 
Stephen Miller, the president’s 
hard-line domestic policy advis- 
er, and John F. Kelly, the White 
House chief of staff - was im- 


mediately rejected by Demo- 
crats, immigration advocates 
and some Republicans, as op- 
ponents described it as nothing 
but an attempt to rid the coun- 
try of immigrants and shut the 
nation’s borders. 

Republican and Democrat- 
ic senators are working on a 
narrower immigration plan of 
their own, hoping that if it can 
pass the Senate with a strong bi- 
partisan majority, it would put 
pressure on the House to pick 
up and pass the legislation and 
perhaps leave Trump with the 
take-it-or-leave-it decision. Just 
over two weeks ago, in a tele- 
vised negotiating session at the 
White House, Trump said he 
would sign anything that Con- 
gress presented to him. 

Sens. Lindsey O. Graham of 
South Carolina and Jeff Flake 
of Arizona - Republicans who 
have in the past fought against 
hard-line immigration policies 
- said the Senate was unlikely 
to simply accept the president’s 


See Immigration on Page A6 
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